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INBYSATraks

LIVE 8 LINEUP
Wk o ke wihien your favorite

bands are performing? We have

WORRY IN THE WATER

With shark attacks making head-
lines, should Mew Englanders
COMING MONDAY
Demand is 50 strong for best-
sellers that the Boston Public

Library faces a challenge having
enowgh coples on the shelvas for
readers.

TN N

The Gin Biossoms, right,
play the Morth Shore
Mhusis Theatng,

B2 Dunharm Raad, Bty
& pom. 335-2400 wwowinsmbong

Wide Aweke

Aster Aweke plays
diewrisiairs at the Meddle Bast,
472 Massachusetts Ave,
Cambridge 9 pom $30.
LE-phus 61T7-BE4-EAST,

LIFE |5 A CABARET, OLD CHUM: Alica Shapiro adjusts tha mike, balow,
A% Ms, Dominika does her act at Jacgue's Cabaret in Boston. Below
right, Shapiro speaks with M+, Dominika in a dressing room at lacque's.

By PAUL RESTUCCIA

liza Shapiro is doing her bestmo

shake up conservative Boston.

The M-year-old impresario

behind Truth Serum Productions in

Dorchester presents  cutting-edge

cabaret, alternative music, drag and

burlesque shows — some about as

outre as you'll find among the Hub's
am oiferings,

She pot started peoducing rock
shows in the mid-"00s as part of her job
a: manager of indie label Pop Marcot-
ic. She promoted gigs and a single for
the band Helium as well as sclo shows
for its lead singer, Mary Timony,

“T've worked with her for years, and
she's really motivated and inspiring.”
said Tienoey: “T bove going to her shows
— ithey"ne 5o interesting and different.”

“1 gob into producing because T want-
ed o book acts that | wanied to see”
sald Shopiro, who studied architecture
at Bhode Tsland School of Desien

She was '.l.'ur]-i'lnlq for local archi-
tectural firm Elkus Manfredi until a
post-21L slowdown left her unem-
ployed. So she turmed her avocation
inko o full-time job,
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Producer

Aliza Shapiro |
pushes envelope 2
of Boston’s =
art scene

A self-described culture vulnure,
Shapiro produces dozens of shows a
ViEar in venues that ra from the
Museum of Fine Arts and art galleries
such as Feitgeist in Cambridge o
clubs including Bure, 'TT. the Bear’s
Place, Great Scoft, Jacque®s Cabaret,
the Paradise and the Milky Way.

“T got tired of just seeing band after
band, so [ began to add comedians,

Turm to Page 21
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THE EDGE

Producer
Aliza Shapiro
drags local
culture to
new places

From Page 17

spoken word performers and
drag artista to my shows,”
said Shnpirn. who often
mixes stralight, gay and trans-
g;-mlqlrl.'-:l performers. “1 like
to stir things up and mix
them 111].:|.'!||.1.' .

Shapiro is now producing
Wreckage, a monihly satiri-
cal drag show with an ongo-
Ing “American Idol™-style tal-
ent contest that's an offshoot
of her weekly TraniWrneck
drag show at Jacque's Ca-
baret.

Boston-based tramsgender

ecrformance artist Ben
E»!-.:C{-}' = whose pgender-
bending skits are both hdilar-
ious and moving — 1% a frie-
quent Truth Serum
performer.

“I've worked with Aliza for
several years,"” sald MeCoy, a
24-year-old who studied
painting at the School of the
Musecum of Fine Arts, “She ks
an amazing producer who
really pushes to bring out an
audience. There's no one else
in Boston dokmg what she
does."

Tuesday night, Shapiro will
co-present the first Boston
appearance of the popular
Australian  post-punk  band
Love of Diiagrams, which has
toured throughout Europe
amd ]apan and 15 about to
tour the States. She's teaming
the band with Leglie and the
Ly's, a hot local act that's get-
ting @ lot of medla attention,
The L:.-"s play kitsch hip-hop
featuring a lead singer who
channels Elvis as a space
alizn while rapping comical,
bizarre rhymes over catchy
clectronic beats. Also on the
program are Robh Delikat and
Boston's The Emplics.

What does It take o pro-
duce on the fringes, where
she also stencils and sells
'I.'ini.;ill;-l,' tis b hu|.|1 make
ends meet?

“Wou have to be an Insom-
nizc  with attention-deficit
disorder who has a healthy
mixture of neuroficiem and
contral freakiness," Shapiro
saigd, “And you must want o
push other people’s art for
the betterment of Boston cul-
iture.” "

Truth Serum’s upconting
productions include: “Trag,
Disseret and Decadence™
with the TraniWreck crinw,
Monday, 10 pom. at Jacque's
Cabaret, ™ Hrrln.:'ﬂ'r.r_l.l i1}
Bozron's Theater District
{54 21+): Love n_ll" J'}Eu,a..-rﬂ.rmk
with Leslie and the Ly's,
Tuesday, 9 p.o at Greal
Scott, 1222 Commonwealbh
Awe, Allston (57, 18+). For
maore infarmation, o Lo
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